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SHOREHAM WORDFEST 2019

Shaping the FUTURE
Welcome to our ninth annual Wordfest Literary Festival, a feast
of events exploring what lies ahead and how we can help to shape it.
Highlights include John Humphrys, in one of
his first public appearance after leaving Radio 4's
Today programme, our new Poet Laureate,
Simon Armitage reading from his latest
collection, and TV science presenter Dallas
Campbell celebrating 50 years since the first
moon landing.

We are grateful to our key partner, Ropetackle
Arts Centre, who are providing the venue for
many of our events and the festival bookshop, and
our many other community partners. We greatly
appreciate our loyal Business Sponsors whose
continued support helps to fund our festival each
year.

Lynne Truss will launch her latest Constable
Twitten mystery and Simon Brett will entertain
with his one-man play Entries and Exits. Stanley
Johnson will outline efforts to protect ecological
diversity, and we have a whole weekend of
debate and discussion on climate change and the
environment, opened by Peter Owen-Jones

Many thanks to Taylor Harkness who took the
fantastic photo on our brochure, to
Esteem/Company Paradiso Youth Group
and to Judith Berrill who produced our eyecatching cover design.

We have events for children and families including
a beautiful dramatic production of Michael
Morpurgo's 'I Believe in Unicorns'.
Wordfest starts with Creative Writing
workshops throughout September with
performance opportunities at our Open Mic
and Storytelling events.
Our launch event, The Future Starts Here, is
on 27 September at Sussex Yacht Club and we
end with our party on 13 October at
Ropetackle Arts Centre.
Our thanks to Adur District Council for their
support they have given to Shoreham Wordfest,
which has enabled us to extend our work with
schools and communities including providing
poets for schools on National Poetry Day on
3 October.

We are an entirely voluntary organisation and a
charity. Our festival relies on thousands of hours
freely given by the wonderful Wordfest team and
supporters. Finally, thanks to you, our audience; we
look forward to seeing you at our events.

Full details of our festival programme
are in this brochure and on our
website:
www.shorehamwordfest.com
where you can buy tickets for all our
events.
We will also be selling tickets at
Shoreham Farmers’ and
Artisans’ Markets on 13 July, 27
July, 10 August, 24 August and 14
September and at Lancing Village
Market on 21 September.
For enquiries please contact us via
the website or telephone: 07522
957691
Shoreham Wordfest Reg. Charity No: 1163258
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4

WORDFEST WARM-UP:
Creative Writing Workshops in September
A chance to develop your writing skills supported by professional authors and poets, with a special
session for children. There will also be opportunities to read your work or listen to new writing at the
Piston Broke Pub on Thursday 26 September, a story-telling event on the Verda Houseboat on
Saturday 28 September and the Wordfest Open Mic on Sunday 29 September at Ropetackle Arts
Centre.

Saturday 7 September

Saturday 14 September

IDEAS INTO STORIES

FLASH FICTION

With Beth Miller
2-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

With Vanessa Gebbie
2-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Struggling to get decent ideas
for stories? Or perhaps you're
sorted for ideas but aren't
sure how to turn them into
a story that works? Bring
your fragments of ideas, if you have them; if not,
we will help generate some for you. By the end
of the session you will have something to work
with that could become a great story. Writers at
all stages are welcome.
Beth Miller has published three novels. She is a
creative writing tutor and book coach for other
writers.
www.bethmiller.co.uk

Flash, sudden fiction, microstories, twitterature - those are
just a few of the many names
for this fun way of writing, used by great writers
over the years, from Chekhov to Hemingway. We
will look at some superb examples to see what
makes them work. Using tried and tested games
and writing prompts you will have a busy few
hours, crafting your own flashes and planning
others. Find out how flash techniques can help
bust the dreaded writers' block and how a single
piece of flash fiction can grow and multiply.
Vanessa is a novelist, short-story writer and poet.
www.vanessagebbie.com

Tickets £20

Tickets £20

Saturday 21 September

FINDING
ANOTHER
VOICE
POETRY WORKSHOP
With Catherine Smith
2-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
There are many great poems and dramatic
monologues in which the poet writes as 'an
other', e.g. human, animal or object.

This workshop will encourage writers to 'find
another voice' so that the default setting of
autobiography can be challenged.
Catherine will provide some stimulating examples
from various poets and will work with the group
to try a range of options, which should result in
some interesting writing in a different voice and
from another perspective.
Catherine is a published writer of poetry, fiction
and drama. She teaches creative writing and
mentors individual poets.
www.catherinesmithwriter.co.uk
Tickets £20

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Sunday 22 September

Thursday 26 September

TELL YOUR
STORY

Poetry & Music Open Mic

A one-day storytelling course
with Jamie Crawford
10-5pm Verda Houseboat
Learn how, without props and paper, to tell a
story to a fresh audience. Together we will
explore what makes a good story, how to find
your storytelling voice and how to connect with
your listeners. The main focus of this playful and
exploratory day will be on personal stories but
other kinds of material such as traditional or
fictional can be included. There will also be the
opportunity to tell your tale at a storytelling
event on the Verda on 28 September.
Jamie is known for his dramatic telling of
traditional and original stories. He is an
experienced workshop leader and trainer.
www.jamiecrawfordstorytelling.com

8.30pm Piston Broke Pub
A P Staunton, past winner of the Wordfest Slam,
has established a monthly spoken word event
with poetry, music and a lively pub crowd. Open
to new and established poets and performers just rock up to read and enjoy a free evening of
entertainment and inspiration.

Tickets £35

Saturday 28 September

Sunday 29 September

Children's
Creative
Writing
Workshop

New
Writing South:
Writer's Day

With Tess Jolly
2.30 - 5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Four seminars to help aspiring and experienced
writers:

A session for children aged 7-11 to inspire and
develop their own creative writing - poetry and
prose. The session will include games to fire up
the children's imaginations, focused writing time
and the opportunity to receive constructive
feedback on their work. There will be a reading
for their families at 4.30pm to end the session.
Tess is an award-winning poet who runs Tiger's
Eye Writers, a regular creative writing class for
children.

10am
11.45
1.30
3.15

Tickets £10

10am - 5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Working with Young People as a writer
The Power of Research
Preparing and Pitching Your Work
The Future of Publishing

Each seminar costs £10 / £8 tickets and
further details from
www.shorehamwordfest.com and
www.newwritingsouth.com
Followed by the Wordfest Open Mic at 7pm – a
great opportunity to share your work and hear
other new writers.
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Shoreham Singers by Sea
Autumn Concert
Shoreham Singers take a walk on
the wild side.

EDMINSON
Dispensing Optician

BUTLER
Medical Eye Centre

Sunday
15th September
at 3pm
in the
Shoreham Centre
A tribute to their illustrious founder,
with a concert of Mike Hatchard’s
choral arrangements of the music of
Lou Read, David Bowie, e Beatles,
Henri Mancini et al, with special
guest, multi talented Herbie Flowers.
Tickets: £8
from the Shoreham Centre

Telephone:
01273 453567
2 The Vinery, St Mary’s Road
Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Friday 27 September

Wordfest
Launch event:
THE FUTURE
STARTS HERE
7.30pm Sussex Yacht Club
Join us to launch our annual Wordfest with a
special event featuring Dr David Bramwell
(Brighton's Catalyst Club) and author John Higgs
discussing his new book, The Future Starts
Here: “The future hasn't happened yet. The idea
that our civilisation is doomed is not established
fact. It is a story we tell ourselves.”
Meet the Wordfest team, including our patron,
Carol Cleveland, and enjoy a lively evening with
a welcome glass of fizz on arrival.
Tickets £10

Saturday 28 September

Lynne Truss –
The Man That
Got Away
Chaired by Beth Miller
2pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
Popular author, Lynne Truss, will discuss the latest
novel in her new series, The Constable Twitten
Mysteries, set in Brighton. Lynne is a prolific and
varied writer, well-known for appearances on
radio. Her dramatic monologues, particularly Life
at Absolute Zero, are comic masterpieces based
loosely on a cliff-top town not too far from here.
Beth Miller, fellow author, will interview Lynne
about her fiction writing, including her new book,
and will help us discover more about this muchloved writer. There will be time for questions,
and Lynne will sign books after the talk.
www.lynnetruss.com
Tickets £10

Saturday 28 September

An Introduction
to the poetry of
Elizabeth Bishop
With John McCullough
10am–12pm The Shoreham Centre
Since her death in 1979, Elizabeth Bishop's
reputation has grown to the point where she is
now widely regarded as one of the great 20th
century American poets. In this small group
session John will discuss some of her best-known
poems: 'At the Fishhouses', 'Crusoe in England',
'The Bight', 'Electrical Storm', 'The Armadillo',
'Song for the Rainy Season' and 'The Shampoo'.
John McCullough is a published poet, lecturer in
Poetry at Sussex University and creative writing
tutor.
www.johnmccullough.co.uk
Tickets £8
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Saturday 28 September

Tales by the Riverbank
An evening of story-telling Hosted by Jamie Crawford
with Umi Sinha and Kym Murden
7.30pm Verda Houseboat
An invitation to tell a story, or listen to, in the perfect setting of the Verda Houseboat on the River
Adur. Jamie, Umi and Kym will start the ball rolling and then invite members of the audience to join in
with their own stories, each lasting no more than 10 minutes. The stories can be traditional or based
on real events, but must be told without paper prompts. There is an opportunity to warm up before
the evening starts if you let us know in advance, and Jamie is leading a story-telling course on Sunday
22 September. See page 5 for details of the course.
There will be musical interludes and refreshments.
Tickets £10

THE BARBER OF SEVILLE
Performed by Barefoot Opera
7.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
Barefoot Opera bring their inventive, exuberant ensemble style to
Rossini's comic masterpiece of bribery, deception and disguise. Sung
in Italian with English surtitles, fully staged and accompanied by the
'Barefoot Band' these young professional singers will dazzle and
delight you with their style and charisma.
Rossini's music has been compared to “the best champagne”, so come
along to indulge in the bubbles and enjoy the comedy as Rosina
manoeuvres her way out of her revolting guardian's toils and into the
arms of a gorgeous young Count.
Tickets £20 12 & under £10 in advance
Adults £25 12 & under £15 on the door
Only from Ropetackle - www.ropetacklecentre.co.uk/whats-on

Sunday 29 September

A Walk Along the River Adur
With Dr Geoffrey Mead
10am -12pm. Meet outside Ropetackle Arts Centre at 9.45am
Dr Mead will lead a guided ramble along the banks of the River Adur,
explaining how the estuary has changed and been shaped over time. He
will discuss the recent Tidal Walls scheme and the potential impact of
climatic and environmental changes.
As Geoffrey's walks are very popular, it is sometimes difficult to manage
the numbers so we are limiting places this year and asking people to buy
tickets in advance.

Tickets £6

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Sunday 29 September

THE
FREYA
CONNECTION

Science Fiction:
VISIONS
OF THE
FUTURE

With Umi Sinha and Elizabeth Scott
2pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

With Professor Roger Luckhurst
4pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Umi and Elizabeth tell an extraordinary and
inspiring true story of heroism and adventure.
On 19th August 1942, 24 year-old Flight Sergeant
Jack Nissenthall volunteered for one of the most
dangerous missions of the Second World War as
part of the ill-fated Dieppe Raid - a mission so
dangerous that his Canadian bodyguards were
ordered to kill him rather than let him fall into
enemy hands.
Jack's story is as astonishing as any wonder tale,
with obstacles, hardships and dangers, enemies
and unexpected helpers in the darkest moments.
Will Jack and his companions succeed in their
quest? Sometimes truth really is stranger than
fiction.
Tickets £10

Roger Luckhurst has written two histories of
science ﬁction, including the British Library's
Science Fiction: A Literary History (2017). He is
a professor at Birkbeck College, University of
London.
In this talk he will discuss current trends in science
fiction writing and the impact it has had on the
way we, in the 2010s, imagine our future. Roger
will come loaded with recommendations about
who and what to read next.
Tickets £8

OPEN MIC
EVENING
Poetry, prose and
ﬂash ﬁction
With Beth Miller and
Catherine Smith.
7pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
Our Creative Writing Tutors, all published writers,
will share some of their own writing along with
participants from their workshops, before inviting
you to read some of your own original work,
poetry, prose or flash fiction. Contributions on
our Wordfest theme of Shaping the Future would
be particularly welcome. 5 minutes maximum for
readings. You can contact us in advance with a
sample of your writing or take your chance on
the evening. A great opportunity for writers and
an enjoyable evening for all those who love to
listen to new writing and want to support
emerging talent.
Tickets £8

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Monday 30 September

AFTER CEZANNE by Maitreyabandhu
7.30pm The Shoreham Centre
After Cezanne is a series of 56 poems inspired by the life and work of post-impressionist painter Paul
Cezanne. Re-imagining his friendships with Zola and Pissarro, his impact on Matisse and Picasso, as well
as his posthumous reputation, Maitreyabandhu celebrates his paintings in poems both tender and
amusing.
The author will read a selection of the poems, illustrated by some of Cezanne's glorious paintings.
Maitreyabandhu is a senior ordained Buddhist at the London Buddhist Centre, and is an award-winning
poet.
Tickets £8

Tuesday 1 October

Wednesday 2 October

Dorothy
Koomson –
Tell Me Your
Secret

Stanley Johnson:
Rewilding our Countryside
With Tony Whitbread,
President of Sussex
Wildlife Trust

7pm Shoreham Library

7.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Join us for an evening with award-winning, global
bestselling author Dorothy Koomson as she
discusses her new gripping emotional thriller Tell
Me Your Secret, the inspiration for her writing,
and her career to date.
Dorothy Koomson's novels are powerful,
thought-provoking and compelling page-turners
that have been translated into more than thirty
languages with sales that exceed two million
copies in the UK alone. Her titles include the
Sunday Times bestsellers The Friend, That Girl
from Nowhere, and The Ice Cream Girls
Dorothy lives in Brighton (well, Hove, actually)
and the city is an ever-present character in her
novels.

Broadcaster, journalist, author, conservationist, and
now reality TV star, Stanley Johnson's
achievements are numerous. He has travelled the
world in pursuit of animal welfare and
environmental projects, winning plaudits from
Greenpeace, the World Wildlife Fund and the
United Nations.
In addition to his impressive track record in
campaigning on environmental issues, he is a
prize-winning poet and novelist. His most recent
publication, Kompromat, explores the skulduggery
that may have been behind recent political
turbulence.
Stanley will talk about
the threats to our
ecology and the
opportunities to
preserve what is not
only beautiful, but
essential to our
continued existence.

Tickets £5

available from
Shoreham Library –
Phone: 01273 467966
Email: shoreham.library@westsussex.gov.uk

Tickets £10
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Thursday 3 October

NATIONAL
POETRY
DAY
Come and
consult
our
Poetry
Pharmacy
1 - 2pm St. Mary de Haura Church
Poetic remedies for the trials and tribulations of
life. Look out for our Poetry Dispensary outside
St. Mary de Haura Church in the town centre.
Prescription poems are free until the
Poemcetemols run out! Donations welcome.

Poetry of
Andrew Young
A talk
by Keith Massey
The Long Man and
the Bleeding Nun
2-3pm St. Mary de Haura Church
Admired by C.S.Lewis and Philip Larkin, Andrew
Young lived in Sussex for fifty years, and much of
his accessible and illuminating poetry celebrates
its iconic landscapes. This presentation by Keith
Massey will explore some of these poems,
together with other examples of his varied and
fascinating writing.
Celebrated Shoreham-based harpist, Alexandra
King, will provide a musical backdrop to the
afternoon.
Free entry. Donations to
St. Mary de Haura Church are welcome.

Books for all the family since 1984
Friendly village bookshop with a
wonderful selection of new
fiction, local interest, children’s books,
beautiful art cards, wrap and gifts.
Check our website for news of our
author events.
The Steyning Bookshop,
106 High Street, Steyning W. Sussex.
Tel: 01903 812062
www.steyningbookshop.co.uk
steyningbookshop@btconnect.com

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Thursday 3 October

Simon Brett - ENTRIES and EXITS

7.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
Wordfest patron, Simon Brett, performs one of his hilarious one-man plays,
Entries and Exits. This will be followed by a conversation about his writing
career and many successes including the Charles Paris novels, featuring
Bill Nighy on Radio 4, Blotto and Twinks and the Mrs Pargeter crime series.
He was awarded the OBE in 2016 for services to literature. His work is
frequently broadcast on radio and television, including No Commitments
and After Henry.

Tickets £10

Friday 4 October

TOUR OF SHOREHAM PORT
2-4pm Meet the coach outside
Ropetackle Arts Centre at 1.45pm
Tony Parker, Sustainability Manager for Shoreham Port, will lead a guided coach
tour of Shoreham Port, one of the largest cargo handling ports on the South
Coast. Shoreham Port is the UK's first ECO port, leading the way on
environmental sustainability, working with Rampion windfarm and the commercial,
maritime and leisure users of its waterways.
This is a unique opportunity and is provided free of charge by the Port.
Numbers are limited so please book your ticket early.
Free but ticketed
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September Creative Writing workshops
Saturday 7 September
Ideas Into Stories – Beth Miller
£20

2-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Saturday 14 September
Flash Fiction – Vanessa Gebbie

New Writing South - Writers Day
£10 / £8

10-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Each session

River Adur Walk - Dr Geoffrey Mead

£20

Saturday 21 September
Finding Another Voice – Catherine Smith
Sunday 22 September
Story Telling Course – Jamie Crawford
Thursday 26 September
Poetry and Music Open Mic
Free Entry

WORDFEST 2019 - Shaping the Future
Friday 27 September
Wordfest Launch – The Future Starts Here
£10

7.30pm SussexYacht Club

£10

Vision of the Future Professor Roger Luckhurst
£8

4pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

£35

10-5pm Verda Houseboat

The Freya Connection
Umi Sinha and Elizabeth Scott
2pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

£20

2-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Saturday 28 September
The Poetry of Elizabeth Bishop John McCullough

Poetry and Prose Open Mic
£8

7pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Monday 30 September
After Cezanne - Maitreyabandhu
£8

7.30pm The Shoreham Centre

Tuesday 1 October
Tell Me Your Secret - Dorothy Koomson
£5

7pm Shoreham Library
Tickets from Shoreham Library

Wednesday 2 October
Rewilding Our Countryside Stanley Johnson
£10

7.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

£8

10-12pm The Shoreham Centre

The Man That Got Away - Lynne Truss
2pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

2.30-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Thursday 3 October - National Poetry Day
Poetry Pharmacy

£10

1-2pm Outside St. Mary’s Church

£10

Poetry of Andrew Young
Keith Massey

Children’s Creative Writing - Tess Jolly

Free

Free

2-3pm St. Mary’s Church

Tales By The Riverbank - Story Telling
£10

7.30pm Verda Houseboat

Barber of Seville - Barefoot Opera
7.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

£6

10-12pm
Meet outside Ropetackle Arts Centre at 9.45am

2-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

8.30pm Piston Broke Pub

Sunday 29 September

£20 / £10

Entries and Exits - Simon Brett
£10

7.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Friday 4 October
Tour of Shoreham Port - Tony Parker

Tickets from www.ropetacklecentre.co.uk

2-4pm Meet coach outside Ropetackle at 1.45pm

Free - but ticketed

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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South Downs Prehistory Dr. Matt Pope
£8

7.30pm The Shoreham Centre

Saturday 5 October
Climate Change Conference

Tuesday 8 October
Why Shouldn’t I Go? - Janet Behan
£8

8pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

£20

10-4pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

The Remarkable Friendship of
Molly and Munch

Wednesday 9 October
Artiﬁcial Intelligence - Servant or Master?
£8

7.30pm The Shoreham Centre

Thursday 10 October
An Audience with John Humphrys

11-12pm Lancing Parish Church
3-4pm Eastbrook Manor Community Centre

£7 adult and child /£3 each additional child

Roger Stevens - Children’s Poetry
Free

2.15-3.15pm Shoreham Library

Tickets from Shoreham Library

The Leylines - folk-rock band
£12

8pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Sunday 6 October
When Trees Could Speak Brambledash Theatre

£16

7.30pm The Shoreham Centre

Friday 11 October
Political Debate with Polly Toynbee
£10

7.30pm St. Mary de Haura Church

Saturday 12 October
We Choose to Go to the Moon Dallas Campbell
1.30-3pm The Connaught Theatre,Worthing £13/£10

H.G. Wells - Janet Pressley

11am and 2pmWoods Mill, Henﬁeld

£10 / £5 Child

£8

4-6pm West Street Loft

Sea Fever - David Parker

Our Future, Our Climate Young People’s Conference

£8

8pm West Street Loft

2-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre Free - but ticketed

Sunday 13 October
Michael Morpurgo’s I Believe in Unicorns

Changing Landscapes Geoffrey Mead

1.30 and 4pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

£13 /

£8

2pm The Shoreham Centre

Child

£10 / Family of 4 £38

The Golden Age of Canals - David Parker

Weatherland Professor Alexandra Harris

2pm West Street Loft

£8

4pm The Shoreham Centre

WORDFEST Party with Old Play
8pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Simon Armitage, Poet Laureate:
Sandettie Light Vessel Automatic

£8

Or 1 free ticket with any other 2019 Wordfest event ticket

£12

6.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

£8

Monday 7 October
Cohere:
Writing in Response to Dislocation
7.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre

Free - but ticketed

All tickets are available to book on-line:
www.shorehamwordfest.com
(unless otherwise marked)

You can buy tickets from our stall at
Shoreham Town Centre Markets on
13 July, 27 July, 10 August, 24 August
and 14 September and
at Lancing Village Market on 21 September
For enquiries please contact us via the website
or call 07522 957691

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Friday 4 October

Saturday 5 October

Climate Change
CHALKSCAPE
Summit
The shaping of the
10-4pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
South Downs in Prehistory Peter Owen-Jones, TV presenter, explorer and
Matt is Principal Research
Fellow in Palaeolithic
Archaeology at the UCL
Institute of Archaeology. In this
talk he will consider the
prehistoric forces that shaped
the chalk landscape of the
South Downs National Park, from the deep
cycles of climate change that laid down the chalk
in the age of the Dinosaurs through to the power
of freezing and thawing water during the Ice Age.
The role of humans is also considered, and how
we might read the archaeology of the National
Park in seeing how our own species shaped the
landscape's unique ecology.

ecological thinker, will start the day with a hardhitting call for action – what can we do,
individually and collectively, to protect the
environment and respond to the existential
challenges of climate change and environmental
degradation?
Also featuring speakers from the Committee on
Climate Change, the Green Alliance, Dan Osborn
Professor of Human Ecology & Wellbeing UCL
and Dr. Howie Firth MBE who will talk about
Orkney's plans for full sustainability. There will be
a plenary discussion with policy makers and
climate activists.
The conference is jointly organised by Wordfest,
CPRE and Ropetackle Arts Centre, and is
supported by the Rampion Community Fund.
For details of the full programme please go to our
website: www.shorehamwordfest.com

Tickets £8

Tickets £20 for the day

Matt Pope
7.30pm The Shoreham Centre
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Saturday 5 October

The Remarkable Friendship
of Molly and Munch
Performed by The Takeover Twins
11am Lancing Parish Hall
3 pm Eastbrook Manor Community Centre
Molly isn't an ordinary girl, and Munch isn't an
ordinary dinosaur - come and see for yourself!
This is a production full of adventure, story-telling,
original music, audience participation and a giant
talking dinosaur. What more could you want? The
Takeover Twins bring a charming theatre show for
children and families to Lancing and Fishersgate.
There will be special meet the dinosaur sessions
after the performance, and a children's bookstall.
www.takeovertwins.co.uk
Tickets £7 for adult and child.
£3 for each additional child.

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Saturday 5 October
Roger Stevens –

POETRY
FOR
CHILDREN

THE LEYLINES
Folk-rock band

2.15 - 3.15pm
Shoreham Library
In this fun family event, Roger Stevens will be
performing some of his most popular poems.
Expect lots of laughs and lots of joining in. There
will be an opportunity to buy Roger's poetry
books at this event. Parents and carers are asked
to remain on the premises during this activity.
Free event for children (Age 7+ years)
Please book a ticket as places are limited.
Visit the library or call 01273 467966
shoreham.library@westsussex.gov.uk

8pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
The Leylines are a west-country collective with a
genre-defying, eclectic sound that ranges from
traditional folk to full blown festival rock. This
unique sound, combined with Steve's lyrics
centred around life on the road and the state of
society, has launched the band into the heart of
the live music community and made them firm
favourites of the festival circuit.
The band released their debut album, Along the
Old Straight Track, in June 2016, with their third
album, Recover Reveal, released this year. They
have been compared to The Levellers, Mad Dog
McCrea and Ferocious Dog, whilst remaining a
band which has forged their own sound and
identity.
www.theleylinesmusic.co.uk
Tickets £12
Full details of all events are in this brochure and
on our website:
www.shorehamwordfest.com where you
can buy tickets for all our events.
We will also be selling tickets at Shoreham
Farmers’ and Artisans’ Markets on 13 July,
27 July, 10 August, 24 August and 14 September
and at Lancing Village Market on
21 September.
For enquiries please contact us via the website
or telephone: 07522 957691

ALCHEMY ANTIQUES
WE BUY FOR CASH
Fine art
The rare & exotic
Antiques & collectables
High quality decorative items
Whole estates purchased for cash
Opening Hours:
7 days, 11am—5pm
24 East Street, Shoreham
01273 567787 / 07802224236
www.aadecorativecollection.com
Insta: aa_decorativecollection

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Sunday 6 October

WHEN TREES
COULD
SPEAK
Brambledash Theatre
11am and 2pm
Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield
Fern the Folklorogist lives in the woods and has
secrets and stories to tell. This is a magical
immersive storytelling show about trees,
friendship and the importance of nature in our
lives.
Original songs and puppets from Forest School
theatre company, Brambledash. The show is
outdoors in a woodland so come prepared!
£10 adult £5 child
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OUR FUTURE,
OUR CLIMATE
OUR WORLD!
Young people's workshop
2-5pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
A day of gaming and discussion:
Help to make a positive difference and develop
projects to protect our environment with an
opportunity to challenge decision makers.
To register your interest and book contact the
E.Y.E. Project: EYE@worthinghigh.net
Limited places available.
Sponsored by Rampion Community Fund

CHANGING
LANDSCAPES
A talk by Dr Geoffrey Mead
2pm The Shoreham Centre
The Sussex Landscape has evolved over millions
of years through natural processes of tectonic
movements, periglacial activity and the constant
weathering of rain, wind and sun, river and wave
action. We will look at the wide variety of Sussex
landscapes, their continuity and changes.
Geoffrey is Lecturer in Geography at Sussex
University.

Tickets £8
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Sunday 6 October

WEATHERLAND

Professor Alexandra Harris

4pm The Shoreham Centre
Alexandra is Professor of English at the University of Birmingham,
a literary critic, cultural historian and self-confessed lover of
buildings, landscapes, seasons and stories. She wrote the muchacclaimed Romantic Moderns, tracing connections between the
artists and writers of the early twentieth century. Her latest book,
Weatherland, is an exploration of imaginative responses to the
weather of England across centuries. “I wanted to lie on the grass
and watch the sky with Chaucer, Milton and Turner.” Join her in
weather-watching with our best writers and artists.
Tickets £8

SIMON ARMITAGE

Poet Laureate

A reading from Sandettie Light Vessel Automatic
6.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
Described as 'the Auden of his generation” and “as popular as Philip
Larkin.”, Simon Armitage's well-deserved appointment as UK Poet
Laureate puts him in the footsteps of Ted Hughes and Carol Ann Duffy.
He plans to use his honorarium to fund a prize or event promoting
poetry on Climate Change, insisting that all art forms need to react to
this situation: “It is unignorable…it is a subject-matter fit for our age.”
He will read from his latest collection of poetry, Sandettie Light Vessel
Automatic, along with others from his varied career as a musician, poet
and playwright.
Tickets £12

Monday 7 October

COHERE

Writing in response to dislocation

7.30pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
Cohere is a writing project from North-East England, curated by
Brighton-based photographer Nina Emett of FotoDocument. The
contributing eight poets and writers (all migrants or refugees)
collaborated with the poet Zaffar Kunial, whose poem 'Us' was
shortlisted for last year's T. S. Eliot prize. The resulting work was
interpreted by four visual artists, also refugees or migrants, to produce a series of artistic films which
will be shown on monitors in Ropetackle and The Shoreham Centre throughout Wordfest.
This talk, by artist and producer Geoff Brokate, explains more about the project, with readings from
some of the participants.
Free entry but please book a ticket in advance

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Tuesday 8 October

Thursday 10 October

Why Shouldn't
I Go?
by Janet Behan
8pm Ropetackle Arts Centre
Writer/actor Janet Behan, author of the
celebrated biographical Brendan at the Chelsea,
brings her funny and poignant triple bill to
Wordfest 2019. The plays tell the stories of three
very different Irishwomen. They have one thing in
common - religion and the impact it has had on
their lives. Janet says, “Each woman started out as
hopeful, bright-eyed and brave but each of them
had their youthful optimism blighted by the
prevailing constraints in their different
communities. These are women of my generation,
living every day with their own particular pain and
loss.”
This premiere production is directed by Jessica
Higgs.
Tickets £8

AN AUDIENCE WITH
Wednesday 9 October

ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE:

JOHN
HUMPHRYS

Servant or Master?

7.30pm The Shoreham Centre

Dr Frederique Bone and
Dr Simone Vannuccini

John Humphrys, broadcaster and author, launches
his new book – details of which are a closely
guarded secret. This will be one of his first
appearances since leaving Today, BBC Radio 4's
flagship current affairs programme. John's name
has become a byword for combative
interviewing, developing a reputation as the
journalist politicians fear to face. Although his
style has occasionally been controversial, his work
on Today has made him one of our most
respected journalists and presenters. He also
presents BBC's Mastermind.
The talk will be followed by a lively question and
answer session after which John will sign copies
of his book.
Tickets £16

7.30pm The Shoreham Centre
Researchers at the Science Policy Research Unit
of the University of Sussex will offer a 'guided
tour' into the opportunities and challenges of
Artificial Intelligence. Will AI take your job, decide
your credit scores and predict your next online
purchase? Or will it detect a potential disease
before a doctor can, and help discover new
materials and combinations of ideas we might not
even imagine? We will also discuss the moral
questions and legal issues that the machine and
the algorithm age raises, and what our role is as
individuals in this rapidly changing world.
Tickets £8

Presented in association with Clive Conway Productions
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Friday 11 October

01273 454125

THE WORLD
TURNED
UPSIDE DOWN
a debate with
Polly Toynbee, Isabel Hardman and Paul Johnson
7.30pm St. Mary de Haura Church
Ivor Gaber, Professor of Political Journalism at the
University of Sussex will be discussing the current,
and future, prospects for Britain's politics,
economy and society with Polly Toynbee of the
Guardian, author of Dismembered, How the Attack
On The State Harms Us All, Isabel Hardman of The
Spectator whose latest book is Why We Get The
Wrong Politicians and Paul Johnson, Director of
the Institute for Fiscal Studies. There will be plenty
of opportunity for questions and discussion in
what should be a fascinating look at the current
situation and ponder where we are heading.
Tickets £10

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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Saturday 12 October

WE CHOOSE TO
GO TO THE MOON:
Dallas Campbell.
A brief history of
human spaceﬂight
1.30pm The Connaught Theatre, Worthing
2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11
moon landing, one of human
history's defining moments. Join TV science
presenter and author, Dallas Campbell, for his
grand tour of the science and history of human
space flight, an interactive visual show with
beautiful images from Dallas' critically acclaimed
recent space history book Ad Astra: An Illustrated
Guide to Leaving the Planet and stunning archive
footage and clips from his TV science programmes
including behind-the-scenes footage from Tim
Peake's launch.
Get up close with some real space hardware
and take a selﬁe with a perfect replica of Neil Armstrong's iconic spacesuit.
Presented in association with Clive Conway Productions. Tickets £13 / £10

H.G.Wells -

SEA FEVER -

an illustrated
talk by
Janet Pressley

The pleasures
and perils with
David Parker

4 - 6pm West Street Loft

8pm West Street Loft

H.G. Wells: scientist, political visionary, lover and
one of the great literary figures of the twentieth
century. The talk traces the life and works of this
remarkable and controversial man of genius - a
pioneer of human rights and a prophet of crucial
features of our modern world. He saw into the
future with wisdom and imagination like no other
before or since.
With readers Dave Peaty and Janet Behan
Tickets £8

under 18's

Surrounded by water as we are, with the tide
ebbing and flowing, both drawn to the sea and
yet at the same time terrified by its awesome,
destructive power. Using remarkable home movie
cine film, some of it never seen before,
documentary film maker, David, will tell the story
of our relationship with the sea over the last
hundred years. Prepare to be delighted and
horrified by what we will see and hear.
David Parker produced the series 'Sea Fever'
shown recently on BBC Four.
Tickets £8
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Sunday 13 October
Michael Morpurgo's

'I Believe in
Unicorns' –
Wizard Present.
Featuring Danyah Miller.
Shows at 1.30pm and 4pm
at Ropetackle Arts Centre

With David Parker
2pm West Street Loft

This intimate show is set in a library full of books
that hold more than stories within their pages. It
is a tale of the power of books, and the bravery
of a young boy called Tomas. Tomas hates reading
and school, but his world is turned upside down
the day he meets the Unicorn Lady in his local
library.
I Believe in Unicorns sparks imagination in both
young and old. Children are invited to bring a
book to swap as part of the production.
'The show is moving and memorable, a glorious
example of the magic of storytelling. I didn't like
it, I loved it!' Michael Morpurgo.

The inland waterways were the life-blood of the
first industrial revolution until the railways came
along. Passing through some of Britain's most
picturesque landscapes they would have
disappeared completely were it not for the
efforts of a few committed individuals.
TV director David Parker, who made the BBC film
The Golden Age of Canals, tells the story of how
a small band of enthusiasts rescued this
quintessential part of our heritage and he'll show
some glorious clips from the film celebrating their
achievements.

Tickets £13 / £10 £38 for a family of 4

Tickets £8

WORDFEST
PARTY

Postscript

with OldPlay
retro-rock band
8pm – 10 Ropetackle Arts Centre
Join us in a celebration at the end of our 2019
Wordfest, dance and sing along to OldPlay
performing some of the best songs of the 1960's
and 70s. Higgidy Foods are generously
providing the party nibbles
and the bar will be open.
Tickets £8 or 1 free ticket with any other
Wordfest 2019 ticket.

ADVANCE
NOTICE
Launch of Tom Cutler's
new book on 14 November
Keep Clear:
My Adventures with Asperger's
Join author and Wordfest trustee Tom Cutler as
he talks about his latest book, Keep Clear: my
adventures with Asperger's, a wonderfully
bittersweet, funny-strange account of living
unwittingly with Asperger's syndrome. Further
details to follow on the website and in the
Wordfest newsletter.

To book go to: www.shorehamwordfest.com
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